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66/175. Situation of human rightsin the Islamic Republic of Iran

The General Assembly,

Guided by the Charter of the United Nations, as well && tUniversal
Declaration of Human Rightsthe International Covenants on Human Riglatsd
other international human rights instruments,

Recalling its previous resolutions on the situation of humaghts in the
Islamic Republic of Iran, the most recent of whiéh resolution 65/226 of
21 December 2010,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General submittedspant to
resolution 65/226 which highlights further negative developmentstive human
rights situation in the Islamic Republic of Iranndathe report of the Special
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in tiséeamic Republic of Irafi
submitted pursuant to Human Rights Council resoltl6/9 of 24 March 2011,
which notes concern over reports of targeted viodemand discrimination against
minority groups and alarm at a documented dramaticrease in executions,
including secret group executions carried out irgiisons;

2. Expresses deep concern at serious ongoing and recurring human rights
violations in the Islamic Republic of Iran relating, inter alia:

(@ Torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment punishment,
including flogging and amputations;

(b) The continuing high incidence of and dramaticrease in the carrying
out of the death penalty in the absence of inteomally recognized safeguards,
including public executions, notwithstanding a ciller from the former head of the
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judiciary prohibiting public executions, and secmgioup executions, as well as
reports of executions undertaken without the nogifion of the prisoner’s family
members or legal counsel,;

(c) The continuing imposition and carrying out of tleath penalty against
minors and persons who at the time of their offemem¥e under the age of 18, in
violation of the obligations of the Islamic Repubbf Iran under the Convention on
the Rights of the Chilfland the International Covenant on Civil and Poditi
Rights;

(d) The imposition of the death penalty for crimesttthack a precise and
explicit definition, includingmoharabeh (enmity against God), or for crimes that do
not qualify as the most serious crimes, in violataf international law;

(e) The practice of suspension strangulation as ahatkef execution, and
the fact that persons in prison continue to faceteseces of execution by stoning,
notwithstanding a circular from the former headlod judiciary prohibiting stoning;

() The continuing and systematic targeting of hunréghts defenders,
including, inter alia, lawyers, journalists and ethmedia representatives, Internet
providers and bloggers, who endure intimidationeimgation, arrest and arbitrary
detention as a result of their activities, notingpn particular, the continued
harassment and detention of staff members of théemkers of Human Rights
Centre,

(g) Pervasive gender inequality and violence agaiwstmen, including
sexual violence, a continued crackdown on womensnan rights defenders,
arrests, violent repression and sentencing of womegercising their right to
peaceful assembly and increased discriminationresgavomen and girls in law and
in practice;

(h) Continuing discrimination and other human righti®lations, at times
amounting to persecution, against persons belongangthnic, linguistic or other
minorities, including, inter alia, Arabs, Azeris,aBichis and Kurds and their
defenders, noting, in particular, reports of thelent suppression and detention of
ethnic Arabs and Azeris, the violent repressionenironmental protests in Azeri
territory and the high rate of executions of peisberlonging to minority groups;

(i) Increased persecution and human rights violati@gainst persons
belonging to recognized religious minorities, indilng, inter alia, Christians, Jews,
Sufis, Sunni Muslims and Zoroastrians and theiredekrs, noting, in particular, the
widespread arrest and detention of Sufis and evasieChristians and reports of
harsh sentences against Christian pastors;

() Increased persecution and human rights violati@gainst persons
belonging to unrecognized religious minorities, tparlarly members of the Baha'i
faith, including escalating attacks on Baha'is atiir defenders, including in
State-sponsored media, a significant increase énntlhmber of Baha'is arrested and
detained, including the targeted attack on the Bab&ducational institution, the
reinstatement of twenty-year sentences against rsd¥aha’'i leaders following
deeply flawed legal proceedings, and renewed messuto deny Baha'is
employment in the public and private sectors;
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(k) The continuing and sustained house arrest ofitgpdpposition figures
from the 2009 presidential elections;

() Ongoing, systemic and serious restrictions ofeffem of peaceful
assembly and association and freedom of opinion exygtession, including those
imposed on the media, political opponents, humaghts defenders, lawyers,
journalists, Internet providers, Internet userxdgers, clerics, artists, filmmakers,
academics, students, labour leaders and trade shiwmam all sectors of Iranian
society;

(m) The continuing use of State security forces anav&nment-directed
militias to forcibly disperse Iranian citizens ewnggal in the peaceful exercise of
freedom of expression and freedom of peaceful abgeand association;

(n) Severe limitations and restrictions on the rigbtfreedom of thought,
conscience, religion or belief, including arbitraayrest, indefinite detention and
lengthy jail sentences, for those exercising tihgét, and the arbitrary demolition of
places of worship and burial;

(o) Persistent failure to uphold due process of lawd violations of the
rights of detainees, including defendants held with charge or held
incommunicado, the systematic and arbitrary usprofonged solitary confinement,
the lack of access of detainees to legal repretientaf their choice, the refusal to
consider granting bail to detainees, and the pemdd&ions of prisons, including the
serious overcrowding and poor level of sanitatias, well as persistent reports of
detainees being subjected to torture, includingeramd other forms of sexual
violence, harsh interrogation techniques and the afspressure exerted upon their
relatives and dependants, including through arresigbtain false confessions that
are then used at trials;

(p) Continuing arbitrary or unlawful interference [8tate authorities with
the privacy of individuals, in particular in relati to private homes, and with their
correspondence, including voicemail and e-mail cammations, in violation of
international law;

3. Expresses particular concern at the failure of the Government of the
Islamic Republic of Iran to conduct any comprehgasnvestigation or to launch an
accountability process for alleged violations im fheriod following the presidential
elections of 12 June 2009, and reiterates its gpdin the Government to launch a
process of credible, independent and impartial stigmtions into reports of human
rights violations and to end impunity for such atibns;

4. Calls upon the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran to
immediately and unconditionally release all thodeovhave been arbitrarily arrested
and detained for simply exercising their right teageful assembly and participating
in peaceful protests about political, economic, iemwmental or other issues,
including the conduct and results of the 2009 mtestial elections;

5.  Srongly urges the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iranetosure
free, fair, transparent and inclusive parliamentatgctions in 2012 that reflect the
will of the people and are consistent with the Umial Declaration of Human
Rights! the International Covenant on Civil and PoliticRights and all other
relevant human rights instruments to which the &tata party, and calls upon the
Government to allow independent observation, inoigdby civil society and
candidates, of the electoral process and to alldependent local and international
journalists to freely observe and report on thecttes as well as subsequent
political developments;
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6. Callsupon the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iranatidress the
substantive concerns highlighted in the report loé tSecretary-General and the
specific calls to action found in previous resobumt$ of the General Assembly, and
to respect fully its human rights obligations, awl and in practice, in particular:

(&8 To eliminate, in law and in practice, amputatiprilogging and other
forms of torture and other cruel, inhuman or degmrgdreatment or punishment;

(b) To abolish, in law and in practice, public exdons and other executions
carried out in the absence of respect for inteoratily recognized safeguards;

(c) To abolish, pursuant to its obligations undeicdt37 of the Convention
on the Rights of the Child and article 6 of theelmational Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, executions of minors and persarie at the time of their offence
were under the age of 18;

(d) To abolish the use of stoning and suspensiomgtriation as methods of
execution;

(e) To eliminate, in law and in practice, all formEdiscrimination and other
human rights violations against women and girls;

(f) To eliminate, in law and in practice, all formEdiscrimination and other
human rights violations against persons belongmgetigious, ethnic, linguistic or
other minorities, recognized or otherwise, to rafrkom monitoring individuals on
the basis of their religious beliefs, and to enstlrat the access of minorities to
education and employment is on a par with thatlblfranians;

() To eliminate discrimination against, and exclusi@of, women and
members of certain groups, including members ofBhaé&a’i faith, regarding access
to higher education, and to eliminate the crimination of efforts to provide higher
education to Baha'i youth denied access to Iramiaiversities;

(h) To implement, inter alia, the 1996 report of t8pecial Rapporteur on
religious intolerance’, in which he recommended ways in which the Islamic
Republic of Iran could emancipate the Baha'i comityyrand to accord the seven
Baha'i leaders held since 2008 the due processawf &nd rights that they are
constitutionally guaranteed, including the right &mequate legal representation
without intimidation and the right to timely, faand open legal proceedings;

(i) To end the harassment, intimidation and perseoutof political
opponents, human rights defenders, labour leadtuslents, academics, journalists,
other media representatives, bloggers, clericsistartand lawyers, including by
releasing persons imprisoned arbitrarily or on blasis of their political views;

()) To end restrictions placed on Internet users hmdrnet providers that
violate the rights to freedom of expression, asaten and privacy;

(k) To end restrictions on the press and media reprtasives, including the
selective jamming of satellite broadcasts;

() To end the use of State security forces and Guwent-directed militias
to forcibly disperse Iranian citizens engaged ia ffeaceful exercise of their rights
to freedom of expression, peaceful assembly andcaatson;

" E/CN.4/1996/95/Add.2.
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(m) To uphold, in law and in practice, procedural gardees to ensure due
process of law;

7. Also calls upon the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran to
strengthen its national human rights institutionsaiccordance with the principles
relating to the status of national institutions filre promotion and protection of
human rights (“the Paris Principles®);

8. Further calls upon the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran to
consider ratifying or acceding to the internatiohaiman rights treaties to which it
is not already a party, to effectively implemenbs$ke human rights treaties to which
it is already a party, to withdraw any reservatioghmay have made upon signature
or ratification of other international human rightsistruments where such
reservations are overly general, imprecise or cddcconsidered incompatible with
the object and purpose of the treaty, and to carsatting upon the concluding
observations concerning the Islamic Republic ohledopted by the bodies of the
international human rights treaties to which iaiparty;

9. Welcomes the appointment of the Special Rapporteur on iheason of
human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran;

10. Calls upon the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iranptositively
avail itself of the opportunity to cooperate fullyith the Special Rapporteur and
other international human rights mechanisms, iniclgdby allowing the Special
Rapporteur unfettered access to the country toycaut his mandate;

11. Encourages the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iranctantinue
exploring cooperation on human rights and justietorm with the United Nations,
including the Office of the United Nations High Carissioner for Human Rights;

12. Expresses deep concern that, despite the Islamic Republic of Iran’s
standing invitation to all thematic special procezki mandate holders, it has not
fulfilled any requests from those special mechamismvisit the country in six years
and has left unanswered the vast majority of thememous and repeated
communications from those special mechanisms, &mehgly urges the Government
of the Islamic Republic of Iran to fully cooperatgth the special mechanisms,
including facilitating their visits to its territyr so that credible and independent
investigations of all allegations of human rightslations can be conducted;

13. Srongly encourages the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran to
seriously consider all of the recommendations mutvard at its universal periodic
review by the Human Rights Coundilyith the full and genuine participation of
civil society and other stakeholders;

14. Srongly encourages the thematic special procedures mandate holders to
pay particular attention to, with a view to investting and reporting on, the
situation of human rights in the Islamic Republicltan, in particular the Special
Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrarxeeutions, the Special
Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman a@grdding treatment or
punishment, the Special Rapporteur on the promogiod protection of the right to
freedom of opinion and expression, the Special Raj@ur on the rights to freedom
of peaceful assembly and of association, the Spé&aaporteur on the situation of
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human rights defenders, the Special Rapporteureadiom of religion or belief, the
Special Rapporteur on the independence of judged kwyers, the Special
Rapporteur on violence against women, its caused aonsequences, the
Independent Expert on minority issues, the Work@wpup on Arbitrary Detention,
the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappances and the Working
Group on Discrimination against Women in Law andPiractice;

15. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the GenerakAddy at its
sixty-seventh session on the progress made in i@eimentation of the present
resolution, including options and recommendatiomdgmprove its implementation,
and to submit an interim report to the Human RigRtsuncil at its nineteenth
session;

16. Decides to continue its examination of the situation ofntan rights in
the Islamic Republic of Iran at its sixty-seventéssion under the item entitled
“Promotion and protection of human rights”.

89th plenary meeting
19 December 2011



